SJC Federation Reading Curriculum

Reading is the foundation of our school curriculum; it provides the passport our children need to
fully embrace and succeed in their future life. We ensure that every pupil, from entry in the Nursery,
benefits from quality first teaching, timely intervention (as required) and most importantly the
opportunity to foster a life-long love of reading.

At St John's, we have designed an exciting, sequential, creative curriculum that is driven by high
quality texts and builds knowledge, understanding and skills to prepare our children for life beyond
their Primary education. We have purposefully chosen a range of texts that link to our curriculum
and unique context to ensure than our children become active critical readers. These texts have
been chosen to ensure our pupils have a chance to develop culturally, emotionally, intellectually,
socially and spiritually. We have ensured that the texts our children study include arange of fiction,

non-fiction, poetry and songs.
National Curriculum Purpose of study

English has a pre-eminent place in education and in society. A high-quality education in English
will feach pupils to speak and write fluently so that they can communicate their ideas and
emotions to others and through their reading and listening, others can communicate with them.
Through reading in particular, pupils have a chance to develop culturally, emotionally,
intellectually, socially and spiritually. Literature, especially, plays a key role in such development.
Reading also enables pupils both to acquire knowledge and to build on what they already know.
All the skills of language are essential to participating fully as a member of society; pupils,
therefore, who do not learn to speak, read and write fluently and confidently are effectively
disenfranchised.

National Curriculum Aims
The programmes of study for reading at key stages 1 and 2 consist of two dimensions:

e word reading
e comprehension (both listening and reading).

It is essential that teaching focuses on developing pupils’ competence in both dimensions;
different kinds of teaching are needed for each. Skilled word reading involves both the speedy
working out of the pronunciation of unfamiliar printed words (decoding) and the speedy
recognition of familiar printed words. Underpinning both is the understanding that the letters on
the page represent the sounds in spoken words. This is why phonics should be emphasised in the
early teaching of reading to beginners (i.e. unskilled readers) when they start school. Good
comprehension draws from linguistic knowledge (in particular of vocabulary and grammar) and
on knowledge of the world. Comprehension skills develop through pupils’ experience of high-
quality discussion with the teacher, as well as from reading and discussing a range of stories,
poems and non-fiction. All pupils must be encouraged to read widely across both fiction and non-
fiction to develop their knowledge of themselves and the world in which they live, to establish an
appreciation and love of reading, and to gain knowledge across the curriculum. Reading widely
and often increases pupils’ vocabulary because they encounter words they would rarely hear or
use in everyday speech. Reading also feeds pupils’ imagination and opens up a treasure-house
of wonder and joy for curious young minds.



National Curriculum Key Stage One- Year 1

During year 1, teachers should build on work from the Early Years Foundation Stage, making sure that pupils
can sound and blend unfamiliar printed words quickly and accurately using the phonic knowledge and
skills that they have already learnt. Teachers should also ensure that pupils continue to learn new grapheme-
phoneme correspondences (GPCs) and revise and consolidate those learnt earlier. The understanding that
the letter(s) on the page represent the sounds in spoken words should underpin pupils’ reading and spelling
of all words. This includes common words containing unusual GPCs. The term ‘common exception words' is
used throughout the programmes of study for such words. Alongside this knowledge of GPCs, pupils need
to develop the skill of blending the sounds into words for reading and establish the habit of applying this skill
whenever they encounter new words. This will be supported by practice in reading books consistent with
their developing phonic knowledge and skill and their knowledge of common exception words. At the same
fime they will need to hear, share and discuss a wide range of high-quality books to develop a love of
reading and broaden their vocabulary
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National Curriculum Key Stage One- Year 2

By the beginning of year 2, pupils should be able to read all common graphemes. They should be able to
read unfamiliar words containing these graphemes, accurately and without undue hesitation, by
sounding them out in books that are matched closely to each pupil’'s level of word reading knowledge.
They should also be able to read many common words containing GPCs taught so far [for example, shout,
hand, stop, or dream], without needing to blend the sounds out loud first. Pupils’ reading of common
exception words [for example, you, could, many, or people], should be secure. Pupils will increase their
fluency by being able to read these words easily and automatically. Finally, pupils should be able to retell
some familiar stories that have been read to and discussed with them or that they have acted out during
year 1. During year 2, teachers should continue to focus on establishing pupils’ accurate and speedy word
reading skills. They should also make sure that pupils listen to and discuss a wide range of stories, poems,
plays and information books; this should include whole books. The sooner that pupils can read well and do
so frequently, the sooner they will be able to increase their vocabulary, comprehension and their
knowledge across the wider curriculum
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National Curriculum Lower Key Stage 2- Year 3 and Year 4

By the beginning of year 3, pupils should be able to read books written at an age appropriate
interest level. They should be able to read them accurately and at a speed that is sufficient for
them to focus on understanding what they read rather than on decoding individual words. They
should be able to decode most new words outside their spoken vocabulary, making a good
approximation to the word's pronunciation.

As their decoding skills become increasingly secure, teaching should be directed more towards
developing their vocabulary and the breadth and depth of their reading, making sure that they
become independent, fluent and enthusiastic readers who read widely and frequently. They
should be developing their understanding and enjoyment of stories, poetry, plays and non-fiction,
and learning to read silently. They should also be developing their knowledge and skills in reading
non-fiction about a wide range of subjects. They should be learning to justify their views about
what they have read: with support at the start of year 3 and increasingly independently by the
end of year 4.

Most pupils will not need further direct teaching of word reading skills: they are able to decode
unfamiliar words accurately, and need very few repeated experiences of this before the word is
stored in such a way that they can read it without overt sound-blending. They should demonstrate
understanding of figurative language, distinguish shades of meaning among related words and
use age-appropriate, academic vocabulary.

As in key stage 1, however, pupils who are still struggling fo decode need to be taught to do this
urgently through a rigorous and systematic phonics programme so that they catch up rapidly with
their peers. If they cannot decode independently and fluently, they will find it increasingly difficult
to understand what they read and to write down what they want to say. As far as possible,
however, these pupils should follow the year 3 and 4 programme of study in terms of listening to
new books, hearing and learning new vocabulary and grammatical structures, and discussing
these.



YEAR 3
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YEAR 4

KEY KEY THEMES: MODERN PARENTING FAMILIES ANIMALS IN CAPTIVITY
@R@@ P 5 Ry | ot
gy

G"O B l D Son : MIFATHER

uaquM
¢ N\
LA S

otntl by Bl if15
ALEXIS DEACON

- « YOR,
4 0‘ 51 ”l,,'

Leon & the
Place Between

SPRING 1 |
Ve : S RS " | THELAST YATHT. ‘ ,.._‘J?’T;ﬁ(“
Escape from = ey ‘ — 4f VING el AT
Pompeii U iy e R
ESCAPE FROM

POMPEII

Ak i
m‘HGm("
Y A
:.@ﬂ ﬁ

* NG M%
% = b f fDO

KEY THEMES: REFUGEE LIVING, HOME, HOPE AND FREEDOM
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National Curriculum Upper Key Stage 2- Year 5 and Year 6

By the beginning of year 5, pupils should be able to read aloud a wider range of poetry and
books written at an age-appropriate interest level with accuracy and at a reasonable speaking
pace. They should be able to read most words effortlessly and to work out how to pronounce
unfamiliar written words with increasing automaticity. If the pronunciation sounds unfamiliar, they
should ask for help in determining both the meaning of the word and how to pronounce it
correctly. They should be able to prepare readings, with appropriate intonation to show their
understanding, and should be able to summarise and present a familiar story in their own words.
They should be reading widely and frequently, outside as well as in school, for pleasure and
information. They should be able to read silently, with good understanding, inferring the
meanings of unfamiliar words, and then discuss what they have read.

During years 5 and 6, teachers should continue to emphasise pupils’ enjoyment and
understanding of language, especially vocabulary, to support their reading and writing. Pupils’
knowledge of language, gained from stories, plays, poetry, non-fiction and textbooks, will
support their increasing fluency as readers, their facility as writers, and their comprehension.

It is essential that pupils whose decoding skills are poor are taught through a rigorous and
systematic phonics programme so that they catch up rapidly with their peers in terms of their
decoding and spelling. However, as far as possible, these pupils should follow the upper key
stage 2 programme of study in terms of listening to books and other writing that they have not
come across before, hearing and learning new vocabulary and grammatical structures, and
having a chance to talk about all of these

By the end of year 6, pupils’ reading and writing should be sufficiently fluent and effortless for
them to manage the general demands of the curriculum in year 7, across all subjects and not
just in English, but there will continue to be a need for pupils to learn subject specific vocabulary.
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YEAR 6
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